Intraoperative enteroscopy in the diagnosis of partial intestinal obstruction in infancy.
We present the case of a 4-month-old infant with a prolonged illness due to an occult intestinal stricture. Diagnosis of the lesion escaped conventional radiologic and surgical methods and required intraoperative enteroscopy. Resection of the stricture lead to prompt clinical improvement. Our patient illustrates a primary diagnostic use of intraoperative enteroscopy in the detection of a partial intraluminal small bowel obstruction. As further experience accumulates with small bowel endoscopy, roles for therapeutic enteroscopy (such as polypectomy, photocoagulation, and perhaps balloon dilatation) will certainly arise. Such endeavors will depend on the continued productive collaboration between members of the surgical and gastroenterological teams.